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COVID-19 AND OTHER IMPORTANT UPDATES 

 

To:   NJSIAA Member Schools 

From: Colleen Maguire, Chief Operating Officer 

Date: August 14, 2020 

RE: NJSIAA Weekly Update  

 

I hope you all enjoyed a week off from the NJSIAA Weekly Update series.  A lot has happened over the 

past two weeks.  Below are the important updates.   

 

NJSIAA Statement on Remote Learning: 

Hopefully you all are aware of NJSIAA’s statement from this past Wednesday, but, if not, here it is again: 

 

 “We are aware of the governor’s announcement today and are continuing on our current 

path. Schools – including those offering only virtual instruction – will have the option of 

participating in interscholastic athletics, although we certainly respect the decision of any 

school or athlete choosing not to participate. We remain in regular communication with 

state leaders and stand ready to modify as necessary.” 

 

The significance of this statement is to confirm that there currently is no reason to pivot to a contingency 

model.  Club sport competition was active this summer, and NJ’s health indicators continue to remain low.   

Also, there is no confirmed medical evidence that transmission or spread occurs during competition. 

 

I recognize there are rumors and speculation running rampant, on social media, in your conversations with 

your colleagues, etc., but please remember that the only accurate information will come directly from the 

NJSIAA.   

 

NJSIAA met with Governor Murphy yesterday. We had a very productive 30-minute meeting and we 

anticipate that an announcement regarding the fall sports season will be following sometime next week.  

Any information you hear or read until this announcement is purely speculative. Please do not pass it along 

- our student-athletes are following the headlines and stories. 

 

Department of Education FAQs: 

On Monday, the DOE issued FAQs for The Road Back reopening plan.  I want to point out the FAQ that 

specifically addressed remote-learning student-athletes:   
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If a parent opts-out of sending their child to school, can they still participate in sports or 

other extra-curricular activities? 

Yes. Students may still participate in sports and extra-curricular activities if they are 

utilizing the full-time remote learning option, if such sports and extra-curricular 

activities are otherwise permitted. 

 

Here is the link to the FAQs:  https://nj.gov/education/reopening/faqs/index.shtml 

 

NCAA Eligibility Updates: 

I recently received the following updates from the NCAA Eligibility Center. I realize many of you may 

have already received this information directly via your guidance department.  But if not, please forward it 

along for their information. 

 

In an effort to provide clarity to students and parents making decisions regarding the 2020-21 academic 

year, the NCAA Eligibility Center is providing additional guidance for distance, e-learning or hybrid 

options made available by schools with NCAA-approved core courses. The additional guidance can be 

found at https://on.ncaa.com/COVID19_Fall.  

 

Keep abreast of the most recent information releases from the Eligibility Center by reviewing the EC 

COVID Communique, located at https://on.ncaa.com/EC_COVID. 

 

Also, the NCAA Eligibility Center recently released this year’s edition of the Guide for the College-Bound 

Student-Athlete. This comprehensive guide is designed to assist college-bound student-athletes, their 

families, coaches and counselors with understanding the initial-eligibility process and includes the most 

recent information. 

 

Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete: 

http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/CBSA.pdf 
 
NFHS Aerosol Study: 

While NJSIAA is not an activities association, I do receive many updates and information specific to 

performing arts.  As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, NFHS has partnered with the College Band 

Directors National Association (CBDNA) to lead an aerosol study to help return students to marching band 

and other performing arts programs.  I am passing this information along as it includes mitigation plans that 

can be put into place to assist with outdoor marching bands.  The link to the NFHS article as well as the 

complete study is below for your school’s reference: 

 

NFHS article: 

https://www.nfhs.org/aerosol-study-offers-strategies-for-conducting-high-school-performing-arts-

programs/ 

 

NFHS/CBDNA Aerosol Study: 

https://www.nfhs.org/articles/unprecedented-international-coalition-led-by-performing-arts-organizations-

to-commission-covid-19-study/ 
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NJSIAA Membership Information: 

All NJSIAA membership forms and annual dues invoices can be found on the NJSIAA website under Latest 

News.  We appreciate that you submit your annual dues, membership resolution and principal’s affidavit 

as soon as possible.  Partial coaches’ affidavits may be submitted for fall sports only; subsequent seasons 

may be submitted later.  Thank you in advance for your help facilitating this information. 

 

https://www.njsiaa.org/events-news-media/news/njsiaa-2020-2021-membership-information 

 

NJSIAA Corporate Partnership Updates: 

Teall Property Group (TPG) – NJSIAA recently entered a partnership with Teall Property Group, a 

multimedia and marketing management company.  TPG will represent the NJSIAA in developing business 

relationships and corporate sponsorship opportunities.  TPG is already experienced in providing similar 

services to high school associations in states such as Ohio, New York, Vermont, Massachusetts, North 

Carolina, and South Carolina.  TPG also recently entered a partnership with the NFHS.  Zack Rosenberg is 

NJSIAA’s TPG representative, and TPG has a national account team that will represent the NJSIAA as 

well.  Zack is a graduate of Neptune HS and most recently was the Learfield IMG College representative 

at Princeton University. 

 

HomeTown Ticketing (HTT) – NJSIAA recently entered a corporate sponsorship with HTT.  The use of 

digital ticketing is gaining renewed interest due to the pandemic.  The service reduces the need to touch 

cash or tickets.  Below are a few key benefits of their services: 

 

1. Zero cost to schools 

2. No touch ticket scanning/redemption 

3. Tickets can be sold via school website 

 

Ryan Ciotti is the primary NJSIAA relationship manager.  Ryan can be reached via cell phone (614-286-

1913) or email (ryan.ciotti@hometownticketing.com). 

 

COVID-19 Medical Advisory Task Force Update: 

The Medical Advisory Task Force met this week to work on additional resources for coaches and student-

athletes to assist their training during the virtual contact period.  The Task Force will soon be reviewing 

recommendations that will assist with running practices and managing competition in a safe environment, 

as well as other best practices to take into consideration as the start of the regular season approaches. 

 

Two specific recommendations emanated from this past week’s Task Force meeting, so please share them 

with your coaches: 

 

1. Every effort should be made to minimize crossover between levels – Varsity, JV and Freshman.  

Crossover can lead to a greater number of student-athletes being sidelined due to exposure to a 

student who tests positive for COVID-19.   

2. As the Labor Day holiday weekend approaches, coaches should continue to remind their student-

athletes that travel out of state and attendance at large gatherings could quickly undermine the 

precautions and care that have been taken during the summer recess period.  All coaches and 

student-athletes are encouraged to avoid exposure outside of family groups. 

 

Please continue to visit NJSIAA’s COVID-19 Resources tab for up-to-date guidelines and resources: 

https://www.njsiaa.org/covid-19-resources 
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COVID-19 Sports Advisory Task Force Update: 

In anticipation of an announcement next week regarding the fall season, the Sports Advisory Task Force is 

finalizing the plans for the rest of the school year.  These plans should be available around the same time 

as the announcement regarding the fall season, but if not then, very soon thereafter.  As we know, all plans 

are fluid so they will be flexible and ready to pivot at any point. 

 

Final Thoughts: 

As we all navigate the difficult decision-making regarding the return to play this fall season, I have been in 

contact with my senior Student Ambassadors to get their thoughts on the return to school and sports.  I 

know some of you may be dealing with school administrators who are seriously considering cancelling the 

fall sports season, so I want to share a recent email from one of these Ambassadors – please note the bolded 

sentence:   

 

“For me returning to play, especially it being my senior seasons, is very exciting. We obviously want 

everyone to be safe and limit potential exposure as much as possible, but I just can’t wait to be back on the 

field with my teammates and coaches. We’ve gotten a taste of what our season would be like while 

practicing in phase 1 and 2, so I am really looking forward to seeing all that we can accomplish as a team! 

As a three-sport athlete, I have never gone this long without playing sports and the competitive nature in 

me is eager to get back on the field. I have had some time to play with my club lacrosse team this 

summer, but it is definitely not the same as high school sports. I definitely cherish the memories with 

my high school teammates because I will never get these years of my life back. I know my team is doing 

everything we can to prepare for return to play including team zoom calls, designing team gear, and keeping 

up on our fitness and stick skills. Having a senior season would mean the absolute world to me as I am soon 

going off to compete at the collegiate level. A lot of our team traditions have already been cancelled and 

we are missing out on a typical season with the responsibility of being a senior, but at this point I would 

just feel lucky to play one game. I would love to have the opportunity to win another state championship, 

but that win doesn’t really matter to me as much as having just one last game with my teammates.”   

 

Emily S., Haddonfield HS 

 

 

 


